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Abstract  Since the promulgation and en-
forcement of the Compulsory Education Law of the
People’ s Republic of China in 1986, China has
achieved the strategic task of universalizing nine—year
compulsory education and eradicating illiteracy among

young adults, and the consolidation rate of nine—year

compulsory education has exceeded 95%. However,
with the transformation and upgrading of industrial
structure,, the demand for human capital has gradu-
ally increased, and the implementation of nine —
year compulsory education alone is far from suffi-
cient. Combining the practice of free preschool and
high school education policies in some regions and
international experience, we suggest that preschool
education can be implemented in a step—by —step
strategy, 1.e., firstly, the preschool year will be in-
cluded in the scope of compulsory education, and
gradually, when conditions permit, all three years
of preschool education will be included in compul-
sory education; and all three years of high school
education will be included in the scope of compul-
sory education at one time. An analysis of the fiscal
feasibility of extending the years of compulsory edu-
cation shows that even if preschool and high school
education are all included in compulsory education
at once, it is still fiscally affordable.
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