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Changes of the Household Structure of the Rural Elderly in the Early
Stage of Social Transformation

WANG Yue-sheng

( 1. Institute of Population and Labor Economics ; 2.Center for Aging and Family Studies, CASS, Beijing 100728)

Abstract: Based on the census data since 1990, this paper analyzes the changes of household structure of the rural elderly
from the perspectives of age structure, marital status, source of living expenses and health status. The study finds that the proportion
of the lineal household with three or more generations is significantly reduced, the number of old couples living in "empty nest
household" has increased considerably, and the proportion of single-person (after losing spouse) household has increased. It shows
that the convention of rural elderly parents living with their married children is gradually weakening. Of course, in the early period
of social transformation, rural elderly living alone is as common as living with married children coexist. But the proportion of
elderly people living alone, after losing their spouses and even losing the ability to take care of themselves, is relatively high. This
situation deserves the attention of their adult children and of rural public organizations. They should cooperate to reduce the risks of
these rural elderly people.

Key words: Early Stage of Social Transformation ; The Pension Problem ; Household Structure ; The Rural Society
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