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Abstract: As one of the three core research areas fertility is always the most important
research issue question in Chinese population studies. In the past 30 or 40 years facing
the transition from high fertility to low one both the basic data collection and research
methods of fertility in China have made a significant progress. Based on the review of the

methods of data collection measurement and innovation of analysis this paper has taken
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the debate on data quality of fertility survey as main clue; then it summarized the historical
lesson that we learn from the most important judgments. This paper has pointed out the
main problems and the direction of further efforts on fertility level desire and behavior of
fertility and fertility model in China especially in the new historical period for the new
situations and issues of marriage and family. Meanwhile it puts forward the opportunities
and challenges faced by fertility research in the era of big data era as well as the
directions and problems that need to be improved traditional fertility measurement
parameter estimation and model.
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