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Cause Analysis on Unmarried Aged Males in Rural China
Wang Lei
(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Science)

Abstract: Using forced bachelors survey data collected from mountain villages of northern Hebei province in
2010, this paper describes and makes a comparison between forced bachelors and married males on education,
health, skills, occupation, migration, income and etc. It shows that male forced bachelors have significantly lower
education level, health, occupation skills and income level than married male. Under the restriction of population
sex structure and mate selection rules, the factors such as area economic development level, family economic
conditions while the males were in marriageable ages and low individuals” personal capital play a key role in

determining their failure in marriage market.

Key words: Forced Bachelor; Rural; Unmarried Male; Married Male
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